ANCIENT GREEK for EVERYONE
Unit 19
CLASSICAL READING

The Greeks developed the basics of their alphabet by modifying the Phoenician alphabet in the eighth
century BCE. In fourth-century BCE Athens, the version of the Greek alphabet that you are reading
became standard, and the cultural impact of writing was a hot topic. Plato, at the end of his dialogue
called Phaedrus, dramatizes a conversation about writing between Socrates and Phaedrus. Socrates relates
a legend from Egypt about the god Ammon wanting to bestow writing to the Egyptians because it
improves memory and wisdom. Plato has Socrates critique this claim about the benefits of writing.

2Q. OUKOUV O TEXVNV OLOHEVOG €V YOAUHATL KATAALTIELY, Kal aD O
TIAEAOEXOUEVOG (G TL oadPES Kal BEPALOV EK YOAUUATWY E0OLEVOV,
TOAANG av evnOelag Yépot kal T OVTL TV AHHWVOS HAVTELAV AYVOOL,
TIAEOV TL OlOHEVOGS Elval AOYOUG YEYQAUUEVOUS TOV TOV EOOTA
UTTOUVNOAL TTEQL WV AV T TA YEYQAUUEVA.

DAL Op0Odrtara.

2Q. Aewvov yap mov, @ Patdee, tout” Exel yoadn, kat wg aAnOwg dpotov
Cwyoadla. kal ya ta ékelvng ékyova éotnke pev wg Covta, eav
AVEQT) TL, OEUVQS TTAVL OLYX. TAVTOV OE Katl ot Adyor dOEaIg HeEV AV @G TL
PpovouVTAS aUTOUG AéyeLy, eav OE TL €01) TV AgyYouévwv BovAdpEeVOg
HaBetv, év TLonualvel pOvov tavTov ael. Otav d¢ anag yoadn,
KUALVOELTAL LEV TTAVTAXOV TS AOYOS OMOLWG QX TOLG €M lovoLy, g &
alTWG AQ” Olg OLDEV TMEOOTKEL, Kol OUK Emiotatal AéyeLv oig del ye kal
un. TANppeAoVEeVOGg dg, kKal ok £V dtkr Aodoen0Oels, TOL TATEOG Ael
dettat PonBov: avTtog Yo ovt’ apvvaoBat ovte BornOnoatl duvatog avTQ.

DAL Kai tavtd oot 0g00tata eipntat.
(Plato Phaedrus 275c-€)



dyvool ~ dyvoel < dyvoéw be ignorant of
Aupowv —wvg 6 Ammon

duvvw ward off

av marks a hypothetical situation
Advégopat ask

ana& once, one time

a0 “on the other hand...”

aUtwg just as it is

Bépoog —a —ov secure

BonBdc —ov O help, assistance
Yépor ~ yépel < yépw be full of
Yoo “it is written”

O¢l “it is necessary”

0éw need

06&aug “you might think”

Edv ~ el

elontau perfect passive for Aéyw
€kyovog —ov born from, descendant
énaiow perceive, understand
éniotapal perceive, understand
evnBewx —ag 1) simplistic honesty

VOCABULARY

Cwyoadia —ag 1) painting
n~éomt

kataAelnw leave behind
KUAWVOEw roll

Aowopéw abuse, wrangle
Havteia —ag 1) prophecy
olopat think

Otav ~ Ote

@ Ovt “really” “in reality”
OUKOVV sets up an expectation to agree
navtaxov everywhere
Tiévo entirely
TQODEXOHLAL Teceive
nAéov more, rather
nANpUeAéw be out of tune
Ttov somehow

nipoot|kel “it belongs to”
oeuvog -1 —6v holy, reverent
onuaivw give a sign
TaAvTOHV = TO AVTOV
UTIOULpVT|OKW recall



